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WHAT IS CLAIMED: 

1 . A method for use in a node of j,.padket"network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing locationifJiormation of other nodes of the packet network; and 
exchanging the stored location information with adjacent nodes of the packet 

netwc 




exchangi 



2. The method of claim 1 wherein the stored location information further 
comprises associated time-stamp information for indicating an age of the location 
information of the other nodes. 

3. A method for use in a node of a packet network, the method^eomprising the 
steps of: 

storing location information of other nodes of the packet network; 
receiving location information from at least one adjacent node of the packet 
network; and 

merging the received location information wblf the stored location information for 
updating the stored location information to mor^xurrent values. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the stored location information further 
comprises associated time-stamp imbrmation for indicating an age of the location 
information of the other nodps and wherein the merging step compares time-stamp 
information for determining/trie more current values. 

5. A method ^ior use in a node of a packet network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

transrpltting location information of the node to nodes of the packet network that 
are a part df a local topology of the node; and 

transmitting a location list to nodes of the local topology that are adjacent, wherein 
thel6cation list comprises location information of at-least-some of the nodes of the packet 
stwork. 
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£^V>^ ^ 6. The method ofclairp^wherein the location list further comprises associated 
(^J^Sl I time-stamp informatiptrfor indicating an age of the location information of the at-least- 
some of the nodes of the packet network. 

1 7. The method of claim 5 wherein at least one of the transmitting steps is 

2 periodically performed. 
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8. The method of claim 5 comprising the steps of/ 

receiving location information from at lea$/ one adjacent node of the local 
topology; and 

merging the received location information with the location list for updating the 
location list to more current values. 

9. Apparatus for use in a node oya packet network, the apparatus comprising: 
a global positioning system receiver for determining location information of the 

node; 

a memory for storing a/location list comprising location information for other 
nodes of the packet network; and 

a communications interface for transmitting, at different times, the determined 
location information of tfafe node, and the stored location list, to at least one node of the 
packet network. 

10. Apparatus for use in a node of a packet network, the apparatus comprising: 
a memory for storing a location list comprising location information for other 

nodes of the packet network; and 

a conftnunications interface for transmitting the stored location list to at least one 
adjacent no/de of the packet network. 

1. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a processor and wherein the 
communications interface receives a location list from at least one adjacent node of the 
packet network and the processor merges the received location list with the stored 
;ation list for updating the stored location list to more current values. 
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